King Solomon
Sage, Prophet, Poet, Demon Hunter

First Book of Kings Chapter 3 - The Wisdom of Solomon
5 In Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said,
"Ask what I shall give you."

ה ְבִּג ְבעוֹן נִ ְראָה ה' ֶאל ְשׁלֹמֹה
ַבּ ֲחלוֹם ַה ָלּיְָלה וַיֹּא ֶמר ֱאלֹים ְשׁאַל
:ָמה ֶא ֶתּן ָל ְך

9 Give (therefore) Your servant an understanding heart to judge Your people,
that I may discern between good and bad; for who is able to judge this Your
great people?"

טוְנָ ַת ָתּ ְל ַע ְב ְדּ ָך ֵלב שֵֹׁמ ַע ִל ְשׁפֹּט
ֶאת ַע ְמּ ָך ְל ָה ִבין ֵבּין טוֹב ְל ָרע ִכּי
ִמי יוּ ַכל ִל ְשׁפֹּט ֶאת ַע ְמּ ָך ַה ָכּ ֵבד
:ַהזֶּה

10 And the speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon had asked this thing.

יוַיִּי ַטב ַה ָדּ ָבר ְבּ ֵעינֵי ֲאדֹנָי ִכּי
:ָשׁאַל ְשׁלֹמֹה ֶאת ַה ָדּ ָבר ַהזֶּה

11 And God said to him, "Because you have asked this thing, and have not
asked for yourself long life; neither have you asked riches for yourself, nor have
you asked the life of your enemies; but have asked for yourself understanding to
discern judgment.

י אוַיֹּא ֶמר ֱאלֹים ֵא ָליו יַַען ֲא ֶשׁר
ָשׁאַ ְל ָתּ ֶאת ַה ָדּ ָבר ַהזֶּה וְלֹא
ָשׁאַ ְל ָתּ ְלּ ָך יָ ִמים ַר ִבּים וְלֹא
עשׁר וְלֹא ָשׁאַ ְל ָתּ נֶ ֶפשׁ
ֶ ָשׁאַ ְל ָתּ ְלּ ָך
יך וְ ָשׁאַ ְל ָתּ ְלּ ָך ָה ִבין ִל ְשׁמַֹע
ָ אֹיְֶב
:ִמ ְשׁ ָפּט

12 Behold, I have done according to your word; behold, I have given you a wise
and understanding heart; so that there was none like you before you, nor after
you shall any arise like you.

| יך ִהנֵּה
ָ יב ִהנֵּה ָע ִשֹי ִתי ִכּ ְד ָב ֶר
נָ ַת ִתּי ְל ָך ֵלב ָח ָכם וְנָבוֹן ֲא ֶשׁר
ֹ
יך לֹא
ָ יך וְאַ ֲח ֶר
ָ ֶמוֹך לא ָהיָה ְל ָפנ
ָ ָכּ
:מוֹך
ָ יָקוּם ָכּ

13 And I have also given you that which you have not asked, both riches and
honor, so that there shall not be any among the kings like you all your days.

יגוְַגם ֲא ֶשׁר לֹא ָשׁאַ ְל ָתּ נָ ַת ִתּי ָל ְך
עשׁר ַגּם ָכּבוֹד ֲא ֶשׁר לֹא ָהיָה
ֶ ַגּם
:יך
ָ מוֹך ִאישׁ ַבּ ְמּ ָל ִכים ָכּל יָ ֶמ
ָ ָכ

14 And if you walk in My ways, to keep My statutes and My commandments,
as your father David did walk, then I will lengthen your days."

ידוְ ִאם | ֵתּ ֵל ְך ִבּ ְד ָר ַכי ִל ְשׁמֹר ֻח ַקּי
ֹ
יך
ָ וּ ִמ ְצו ַתי ַכּ ֲא ֶשׁר ָה ַל ְך ָדּוִיד אָ ִב
:יך
ָ וְ ַה ֲא ַר ְכ ִתּי ֶאת יָ ֶמ
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The Life of Solomon1
The biblical King Solomon was known for his wisdom, his wealth and his writings. He
became ruler in approximately 967 B.C.E. and his kingdom extended from the Euphrates River
in the north to Egypt in the south.

His crowning achievement was the building of the Holy Temple in Jerusalem.

Almost all knowledge of him is derived from the biblical books of Kings I and Chronicles II.
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Solomon was the son of King David and Bathsheba. Solomon was not the oldest son of David,
but David promised Bathsheba that Solomon would be the next king. When David’s elder son
Adonijah declared himself king, David ordered his servants to bring Solomon to the Gihon
spring where the priest anointed him while David was still alive. Solomon inherited a
considerable empire from his father.
First King Chapter One - Solomon’s Mercy
50 And Adoniahu was fearful of Solomon, and he rose and went, and
he took hold of the horns of the altar.

ֹ
ָקם
ָ נ וַ ֲאדֹנִיָּהוּ יָ ֵרא ִמ ְפּנֵי ְשׁלמֹה וַיּ
:וַיֵֶּל ְך וַיַּ ֲחזֵק ְבּ ַק ְרנוֹת ַה ִמּזְ ֵבּ ַח

51 And it was told to Solomon saying, behold Adoniahu fears king
Solomon, and behold he has taken hold of the horns of the altar
saying, "Let king Solomon swear to me today, that he shall not kill his
servant with the sword."

נא וַיַֻּגּד ִל ְשׁלֹמֹה ֵלאמֹר ִהנֵּה
ֲאדֹנִיָּהוּ יָ ֵרא ֶאת ַה ֶמּ ֶל ְך ְשׁלֹמֹה
וְ ִהנֵּה אָ ַחז ְבּ ַק ְרנוֹת ַה ִמּזְ ֵבּ ַח ֵלאמֹר
ִשּׁ ַבע ִלי ַכיּוֹם ַה ֶמּ ֶל ְך ְשׁלֹמֹה ִאם
ָי
:יָ ִמית ֶאת ַע ְבדּוֹ ֶבּ ָח ֶרב

52 And Solomon said, "If he will be a valiant man, even one hair of
his shall not fall to the ground, but if wickedness will be found in him,
he shall die.

נב וַיֹּא ֶמר ְשׁלֹמֹה ִאם יִ ְהיֶה ְל ֶבן
ַחיִל לֹא יִפֹּל ִמ ַשּׂ ֲע ָרתוֹ אָ ְר ָצה וְ ִאם
:ָר ָעה ִת ָמּ ֵצא בוֹ וָ ֵמת

At first Solomon was faced with opposition. Two of David’s closest advisors, Joab son of
Zeruiah and the priest Abiathar, sided with Adonijah. When Adonijah came to Solomon and
requested the king’s servant as a wife, Solomon saw that this was a veiled threat to take over
his kingdom and sent a messenger to kill Adonijah. He banished Abiathar to the city of
Anathoth. Solomon then followed his father’s last instructions in which David had ordered him
to kill both Joab and one of his father’s enemies, Shimei son of Gera.Solomon thus overcame
the last potential threats to his kingdom. He then appointed his friends to key military,
governmental and religious posts.
Solomon accumulated enormous wealth. He controlled the entire region west of the Euphrates
and had peace on his borders. Kings I states that he owned 12,000 horses with horsemen and
1,400 chariots. Remains of stalls for 450 horses have in fact been found in Megiddo. Solomon
strengthened his kingdom through marital alliances. Kings I records that he had 700 wives and
300 concubines, although some regard this number as an exaggeration. He had a large share in
the trade between northern and southern countries. He established Israelite colonies around his
province to look after military, administrative and commercial matters. The empire was
divided into twelve districts, with Judah constituting its own political unit and enjoying certain
privileges.
Although Solomon was young, he soon became known for his wisdom. The first and most
famous incident of his cleverness as a judge was when two women came to his court with a
baby whom both women claimed as their own. Solomon threatened to split the baby in half.
One woman was prepared to accept the decision, but the other begged the King to give the live
baby to the other woman. Solomon then knew the second woman was the mother.
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Josephus Atiquities 8:42-9 – Original Exorcist
God also enabled him to learn that skill which expels demons, which is a science useful and
sanative to men. He composed such incantations also by which distempers are alleviated.
And he left behind him the manner of using exorcisms, by which they drive away demons,
so that they never return; and this method of cure is of great force unto this day; for I have
seen a certain man of my own country, whose name was Eleazar, releasing people that were
demoniacal in the presence of Vespasian...
People from surrounding nations also came to hear Solomon’s wisdom. He composed 3,000
proverbs and 1,005 songs. He wrote the Song of Songs, the Book of Proverbs and Ecclesiastes.
One of the most celebrated visits to Solomon was that of the Queen of Sheba, who came from
southern Arabia. Historically, Arabia was a country rich in gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
Solomon needed Sheba’s products and trade routes; the queen of Sheba needed Solomon’s
cooperation in marketing her country’s goods. The queen came to Solomon with camels
carrying spices, gold and precious stones. She asked him questions and riddles and was
amazed at his wisdom.
Rabbi Yosef Kara (11th c. France) on I Kings 10:1 - Riddles
“And she came to test him with hard questions" - She took young maidens and men with
her, and dressed them all in men's clothing, and she brought them before Solomon, to test
him regarding which of them are male and which are female. And he acted with wisdom,
and commanded his servants to bring nuts and scatter them on the ground. The males
gathered the nuts from a standing position, whereas the females crouched on their knees and
gathered, and thus Solomon knew.
Once Solomon’s empire was tranquil, he began to build the Holy Temple. He received wood
from King Hiram of Tyre and imposed a compulsory labor service on both the Israelites and
the foreign nations that were under his control. His workers built the structure of the Temple,
its decorations and its vessels. The Temple took seven years to complete. It was built of stone
and cedar, carved within and overlaid with pure gold. When it was done, Solomon dedicated
the Temple in a public ceremony of prayers and sacrifices.
First Book of Kings Chapter 9 - God’s Warning
1 And it was when Solomon had finished building the Temple of the
Lord and the King's palace and all Solomon's desire that he wished to
make.

א וַיְ ִהי ְכּ ַכלּוֹת ְשׁלֹמֹה ִל ְבנוֹת ֶאת
ֵבּית ה' וְ ֶאת ֵבּית ַה ֶמּ ֶל ְך וְ ֵאת ָכּל
:ֵח ֶשׁק ְשׁלֹמֹה ֲא ֶשׁר ָח ֵפץ ַל ֲעשֹוֹת

2 The Lord appeared to Solomon a second time as He had appeared to
him in Gibeon.

ב וַיֵּ ָרא יְהֹוָה ֶאל ְשׁלֹמֹה ֵשׁנִית
:ַכּ ֲא ֶשׁר נִ ְראָה ֵא ָליו ְבִּג ְבעוֹן

3 And the Lord spoke to him: "I have heard your prayer and your
petition, which you have petitioned before Me. I have consecrated this

ג וַיֹּא ֶמר ה' ֵא ָליו ָשׁ ַמ ְע ִתּי ֶאת
ְתּ ִפ ָלּ ְת ָך וְ ֶאת ְתּ ִחנָּ ְת ָך ֲא ֶשׁר
ִה ְת ַחנַּנְ ָתּה ְל ָפנַי ִה ְק ַדּ ְשׁ ִתּי ֶאת
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Temple which you have built to place My name there forever, and My
eyes and My heart shall be there at all times.

ַה ַבּיִת ַהזֶּה ֲא ֶשׁר ָבּנִ ָתה ָלשֹוּם
ְשׁ ִמי ָשׁם ַעד עוֹ ָלם וְ ָהיוּ ֵעינַי
:וְִל ִבּי ָשׁם ָכּל ַהיָּ ִמים

4 As for You, if you go before Me, as David your father went
wholeheartedly and with uprightness to do in accordance with all that
I have commanded you [and] you will keep My statutes and laws.

ד וְאַ ָתּה ִאם ֵתּ ֵל ְך ְל ָפנַי ַכּ ֲא ֶשׁר
ישׁר
ֶ יך ְבּ ָתם ֵל ָבב וּ ְב
ָ ָה ַל ְך ָדּוִד אָ ִב
יך ֻח ַקּי
ָ ַל ֲעשֹוֹת ְכּכֹל ֲא ֶשׁר ִצוִּי ִת
:וּ ִמ ְשׁ ָפּ ַטי ִתּ ְשׁמֹר

5 I will establish the throne of your kingdom over Israel forever as I
have spoken to David your father, saying: A man will not fail you
upon the throne of Israel.

ה וַ ֲה ִקמִֹתי ֶאת ִכּ ֵסּא ַמ ְמ ַל ְכ ְתּ ָך ַעל
ִשׂ ָר ֵאל ְלעָֹלם ַכּ ֲא ֶשׁר ִדּ ַבּ ְר ִתּי ַעל
ְי
יך ֵלאמֹר לֹא יִָכּ ֵרת ְל ָך
ָ ָדּוִד אָ ִב
:ִשׂ ָר ֵאל
ְ ִאישׁ ֵמ ַעל ִכּ ֵסּא י

6 But if you and your children turn away from following Me, and you
will not adhere to My commandments and My statutes, which I have
placed before you, but go and worship other gods and bow before
them.

ו  ִאם שׁוֹב ְתּ ֻשׁבוּן אַ ֶתּם וּ ְבנֵי ֶכם
ֵמאַ ֲח ַרי וְלֹא ִת ְשׁ ְמרוּ ִמ ְצוַֹתי ֻחקַֹּתי
ֲא ֶשׁר נָ ַת ִתּי ִל ְפנֵי ֶכם וַ ֲה ַל ְכ ֶתּם
וַ ֲע ַב ְד ֶתּם ֱאלִֹהים ֲא ֵח ִרים
:וְ ִה ְשׁ ַתּ ֲחוִי ֶתם ָל ֶהם

7 Then I will cut Israel off, from the land which I have given to them,
and this house which I have made sacrosanct for My Name will I
dismiss from My presence, and Israel shall be for a proverb and a
byword among all nations.

ִשׂ ָר ֵאל ֵמ ַעל ְפּנֵי
ְ ז וְ ִה ְכ ַר ִתּי ֶאת י
ָה ֲא ָד ָמה ֲא ֶשׁר נָ ַת ִתּי ָל ֶהם וְ ֶאת
ַה ַבּיִת ֲא ֶשׁר ִה ְק ַדּ ְשׁ ִתּי ִל ְשׁ ִמי
ִשׂ ָר ֵאל
ְ ֲא ַשׁ ַלּח ֵמ ַעל ָפּנָי וְ ָהיָה י
:ְל ָמ ָשׁל וְִל ְשׁנִינָה ְבּ ָכל ָה ַע ִמּים

8 And this Temple [which] is exalted, [shall become forlorn] and
every passerby shall be astounded and will hiss, and they will say:
"Why has the Lord done this to this country and to this Temple?"

ח וְ ַה ַבּיִת ַהזֶּה יִ ְהיֶה ֶע ְליוֹן ָכּל
עֵֹבר ָע ָליו יִשֹּׁם וְ ָשׁ ָרק וְאָ ְמרוּ ַעל
ֶמה ָע ָשֹה ה' ָכּ ָכה ָלאָ ֶרץ ַהזֹּאת
:וְַל ַבּיִת ַהזֶּה

9 They will be told, "Because they abandoned the Lord, their God,
Who delivered their forefathers out of the Land of Egypt; and took
hold of other gods and bowed to them and served them. Therefore, has
the Lord brought all this retribution upon them. "

'ט וְאָ ְמרוּ ַעל ֲא ֶשׁר ָעזְבוּ ֶאת ה
ֱאלֵֹהי ֶהם ֲא ֶשׁר הוֹ ִציא ֶאת ֲאבָֹתם
ֵמ ֶא ֶרץ ִמ ְצ ַריִם וַיַּ ֲחזִקוּ ֵבּאלִֹהים
(ִשׁ ַתּ ֲחוּ
ְ ִשׁ ַתּ ֲחווּ )כתיב וַיּ
ְ ֲא ֵח ִרים וַיּ
ָל ֶהם וַיַַּע ְב ֻדם ַעל ֵכּן ֵה ִביא יְהֹוָה
:ֲע ֵלי ֶהם ֵאת ָכּל ָה ָר ָעה ַהזֹּאת

10 And it was at the end of twenty years during which Solomon had
built the two houses, the Temple of the Lord and the King's house.

י וַיְ ִהי ִמ ְק ֵצה ֶע ְשׂ ִרים ָשׁנָה ֲא ֶשׁר
ָבּנָה ְשׁלֹמֹה ֶאת ְשׁנֵי ַה ָבּ ִתּים ֶאת
:ֵבּית ה' וְ ֶאת ֵבּית ַה ֶמּ ֶל ְך

Solomon was also renowned for his other building projects in which he used slave labor from
the Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. He spent 13 years building his own
palace, and also built a city wall, a citadel called the Millo, a palace for the daughter of
Pharaoh (who was one of his wives) and facilities for foreign traders. He erected cities for
chariots and horsemen and created storage cities. He extended Jerusalem to the north and
fortified cities near the mountains of Judah and Jerusalem.
Solomon’s downfall came in his old age. He had taken many foreign wives, whom he allowed
to worship other gods. He even built shrines for the sacrifices of his foreign wives.
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Talmud Bavli Sanhedrin 21b - Above the Law
Rabbi Isaac also said: Why were the reasons of [some] Biblical laws not
revealed? — Because in two verses reasons were revealed, and they
caused the greatest in the world [Solomon] to stumble. Thus it is written:
He shall not multiply wives to himself, whereon Solomon said, 'I will
multiply wives yet not let my heart be perverted.' Yet we read, When
Solomon was old, his wives turned away his heart. Again it is written:
He shall not multiply to himself horses; concerning which Solomon said,
'I will multiply them, but will not cause [Israel] to return [to Egypt].' Yet
we read: And a chariot came up and went out of Egypt for six [hundred
shekels of silver].

ואמר ר' יצחק מפני מה לא
נתגלו טעמי תורה שהרי
שתי מקראות נתגלו טעמן
נכשל בהן גדול העולם
 יז( לא,כתיב )דברים יז
ירבה לו נשים אמר שלמה
אני ארבה ולא אסור וכתיב
 ד( ויהי לעת,)מלכים א יא
זקנת שלמה נשיו הטו את
( טז,לבבו וכתיב )דברים יז
לא ירבה לו סוסים ואמר
שלמה אני ארבה ולא
,אשיב וכתיב )מלכים א י
כט( ותצא מרכבה ממצרים
בשש וגו׳

Within Solomon’s kingdom, he placed heavy taxation on the people, who became bitter. He
also had the people work as soldiers, chief officers and commanders of his chariots and
cavalry. He granted special privileges to the tribes of Judah and this alienated the northern
tribes. The prophet Ahijah of Shiloh prophesied that Jeroboam son of Nebat would become
king over ten of the 12 tribes, instead of one of Solomon’s sons.
Outside Solomon’s kingdom, Hadad, of the royal family of Edom, rose up as an adversary of
Israel. Rezon son of Eliada, ruler of Aram also fought Solomon, and created tension between
the two kingdoms that was to last even after Solomon’s reign ended.
Solomon died in Jerusalem after 40 years as ruler of Israel. He was buried in the City of David.
His son, Rehoboam succeeded him as king. Under Rehoboam's rule, Solomon’s empire was
lost and his kingdom was divided into two parts.
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